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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF AMOS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Amos will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Amos will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Amos was the author of the book of Amos , with him and others recording his prophecies during his public ministry.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
A. The Prophetic and Historical Times of Amos the Prophet- Amos and Hosea began their ministry during an era of renewed prosperity for the northern kingdom of Israel. King Jeroboam (793to 753) has delivered the northern kingdom from the oppression of neighbouring countries, restoring much of its ancient boundaries ( 2 Kings 14:23-27).

2 Kings 14:23-27, "In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah , the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher. For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. And the LORD said not that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash."

At the same time King Uzziah (791-740) was restoring the southern kingdom of Judah ( 2 Chronicles 26:1-15).

2 Chronicles 26:1-2, "Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the room of his father Amaziah. He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers."

Judah and Israel was at ease and prosperity during this time of two strong kings.

Amos 6:1, "Woe to them that are at ease in Zion, and trust in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!"

Amos 6:4, "That lie upon beds of ivory, and stretch themselves upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock, and the calves out of the midst of the stall;"

In the midst of rising prosperity and security under these two Jewish kings, idolatry marred the land of Israel with sin ( Hosea 10:1), corrupting the northern kingdom ( Hosea 4:1-2).

Hosea 10:1, "Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself: according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made goodly images."

Hosea 4:1-2, "Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood."

Shrines and festivals became activities of immorality: 

Hosea 2:11, "I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts."

Jeroboam I had established calves and shrines during his earlier reign over Israel, of which Israel now indulged in:

Hosea 2:8, "For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal."

Hosea 2:13, "And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels, and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD."

Hosea 4:13, "They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good: therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit adultery."

Hosea 8:5-6, "Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off; mine anger is kindled against them: how long will it be ere they attain to innocency? For from Israel was it also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of Samaria shall be broken in pieces."

Hosea 8:11, "Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin."

Hosea 13:2, "And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves."

As a result, this became a nation lifted up with pride and arrogance:

Hosea 5:5, "And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them."

Hosea 7:10, "And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face: and they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him for all this."

Hosea 13:6, "According to their pasture, so were they filled; they were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me."

Amos 6:13, "Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which say, Have we not taken to us horns by our own strength?"

Although the Assyrian empire was not a dominating force in the first half of the eighty century B.C, this rising empire would soon become a threatening force to Israel under Tiglath-Pileser III (745 -727 B.C.) as its shadow fell upon the northern kingdom, where Amos' voice of prophecy had recently echoed through the land.

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence- The authorship of the book of Amos is uncontested. His name is mentioned seven times in the book ( Amos 1:1; Amos 7:8; Amos 7:10-12; Amos 7:14; Amos 8:2), and is not found outside his book. No other individual has this name in the Old Testament Scriptures.

Amos 1:1, "The words of Amos , who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake."

Amos 7:8, "And the LORD said unto me, Amos , what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I will not again pass by them any more:"

Amos 7:10, "Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not able to bear all his words."

Amos 7:11, "For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their own land."

Amos 7:12, "Also Amaziah said unto Amos , O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there:"

Amos 7:14, "Then answered Amos , and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet"s son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:"

Amos 8:2, "And he said, Amos , what seest thou? And I said, A basket of summer fruit. Then said the LORD unto me, The end is come upon my people of Israel; I will not again pass by them any more."

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that the men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The prophetic ministry of Amos took place in the first half of the eighth century B.C, perhaps as late as 760 to 750 B.C. Because his name is not mentioned elsewhere in the Holy Scriptures, very little is known about this prophet's background, other than what is mentioned in his book. He was a herdsman from the city of Tekoa ( Amos 7:14), who also tended the fruit of the sycamore trees. Thus, he was not of the lineage of prophets that dwelt in the land of Israel. His native city Tekoa was located about five miles south of Bethlehem in Judah (ISBE), 4] which served as one of Rehoboam's fortified cities during his earlier reign ( 2 Chronicles 11:6). At some point in his life God called him forth to travel to northern Israel and prophesy to these people ( Amos 7:15). He unexpectedly steps into the spotlight of redemption's recorded history, speaks the oracles of God, and quickly disappears into its shadows never to be heard from again.

4] James Robertson, " Amos ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

According to Amos 1:1 this prophet travelled to Israel and delivered his oracles during the reigns of Uzziah (791-740 B.C.), king of Judah, and Jeroboam II (793-753 B.C.), king of Israel. 5] The length of his prophetic ministry is not known, but it appears that he ministered at the same time of Hosea the prophet, who also prophesied during the reign of Uzziah ( Hosea 1:1), although neither prophet mentions the other by name. Stuart notes that Amos very likely delivered his oracles repeatedly to various locations over the period of his prophetic ministry. 6] George Smith places Amos' ministry later in Jeroboam's reign towards the middle of the eighth century in order to give this king time to expand Israel's borders and see some measure of prosperity develop ( 2 Kings 14:28), which he believes is suggested in the book of Amos. 7] For example, God restored Israel's northern border during the reign of Jeroboam, "He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain" ( 2 Kings 14:25), which border Amos prophesied would become a place of renewed affliction against Israel ( Amos 6:14). Smith notes that the expansion and aggression of the Assyrian empire did not reach into Israel until the second half of the eighth century, suggesting that Amos spoke before this world power became a looming threat over the people of Israel.

5] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments in Introduction: Amos' Era.

6] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments in Introduction: Amos' Era.

7] George A. Smith, Amos , in The Books of the Twelve Prophets Commonly Called Minor, vol 1, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), notes on "Introduction."

2 Kings 14:25, "He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah , the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher."

Amos 6:14, "But, behold, I will raise up against you a nation, O house of Israel, saith the LORD the God of hosts; and they shall afflict you from the entering in of Hemath unto the river of the wilderness."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 8]

8] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Amos chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Amos is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

A. Numerical Collections- In first two chapters of the book of Amos , we have a group of numerical collections similar to that found in other wisdom literature of the Scriptures ( Job 5:19; Job 33:14, Proverbs 6:16; Proverbs 30:1-33, Ecclesiastes 11:2). A numerical statement goes, "For three transgressions, and for four…" Scholars believe this phrase simply means that although the verse gives three or four items in a list, this is not an exhaustive list.

B. Grammar and Syntax: The Most Frequently Used Words - There are a number of frequently used words that help identify the central message of the book of Amos.

1. "transgressions" (10 times) - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "pesha`" ( פֶּשַׁע) (H 6588) means, "defection, rebellion," or "a fault, a trespass." Strong says it means, "a revolt, rebellion, sin." Vine defines this word as "willful deviation from, and therefore rebellion against, the path of godly living". The Enhanced Strong says it is found in the Old Testament 93times, being translated in the KJV as "transgression 84, trespass 5, sin 3, rebellion 1." It is used ten times in the book of Amos ( Amos 1:3; Amos 1:6; Amos 1:9; Amos 1:11; Amos 1:13; Amos 2:1; Amos 2:4; Amos 2:6; Amos 3:14; Amos 5:12). Strong says it comes from the primitive root "pasha`" ( פָּשַׁע) (H 6586), which means "to break away, trespass, apostatize." This Hebrew word is used to describe the six nations bordering Israel and Judah, as well as God's people themselves. It implies rebellion and willing sinfulness against the truth that has been made known to a people. David Allen says it means a "deliberate doing of wrong when the doing is known to be wrong." 9]

9] David Allen, "Calling Church Members ‘Fat Cows': The Art of Velvet Brick Preaching from Amos ," in "Preaching Through Amos ," in Advance Expository Workshop, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 5 October 2007.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 10]

10] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Amos , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Amos for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
God judges the nations, for they are all under His sovereign rule. The book of Amos reveals man's basic human depravity against God and his fellow man. God holds every nation responsible for their deeds, both domestic and abroad.

God judges His people when they continue in rebellion against His Word. Israel's religion during the time of Amos was worthless in God's eyes. The rich lived in comfort, but oppressed the poor. Amos was calling for repentance and a revival of social righteousness. In modern times, we must understand that morality does not exist outside of genuine Judeo-Christian ethics.

God sends warnings before He judges in order to give man time to repent. God judged northern Israel in 722 B.C. when the Assyrian Empire came and destroyed northern Israel. It wrought havoc and destruction during the last half of the eighth century among Israel's neighbors for their sins.

IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
The book of Amos is generally understood to be made up of three groups of oracles.

I. Prologue— Amos 1:1-2
II. 1st Group of Oracles (Prophecies Against Eight Nations)— Amos 1:3 to Amos 2:16
A. Oracle against Syria — Amos 1:3-5
B. Oracle against Philistia — Amos 1:6-8
C. Oracle against Tyre — Amos 1:9-10
D. Oracle against Edom — Amos 1:11-12
E. Oracle against Ammon — Amos 1:13-15
F. Oracle against Moab — Amos 2:1-3
G. Oracle against Judah — Amos 2:4-5
H. Oracle against Israel — Amos 2:6-16
III. 2nd Group of Oracles (Three Judgments Against Israel)— Amos 3:1 to Amos 6:14
A. The Lord Has Spoken, Who Will Declare His Word? — Amos 3:1-8
B. — Amos 3:1-15
C. — Amos 4:1-13
D. — Amos 5:1 to Amos 6:14
IV. 3rd Group of Oracles (Five Symbolic Visions)— Amos 7:1 to Amos 9:15
A. First Vision (The Locusts)— Amos 7:1-3
B. Second Vision (The Drought)— Amos 7:4-6
C. Third Vision (The Plumb Line)— Amos 7:7-9—

D. The Confrontation of Amos with Amaziah— Amos 7:10-17
E. Fourth Vision (The Fruit Basket)— Amos 8:1-3
F. Prophecy of Israel's Certain Doom— Amos 8:4-14
G. Fifth Vision (The Lord Standing by the Altar)— Amos 9:1-15
1. — Amos 9:1-10
2. Restoration— Amos 9:11-15
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2 

Amos 1:1-2 — Prologue- Amos 1:1-2 serves as a prologue introducing the author and date of his prophecies and a brief summary of his message of divine judgment upon Israel.

Amos 1:1 The words of Amos , who was among the herdmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.
Amos 1:1 — "The words of Amos" - Word Study on "Amos" - The Hebrew name "Amos" "Amowc" ( עָמֹוס) (H 5986) is found 7 times in the Old Testament, being limited to the book of Amos ( Amos 1:1; Amos 7:8; Amos 7:10-12; Amos 7:14; Amos 8:2) and translated " Amos 7." No other individual by this name occurs in the Old Testament. His name means, "burden" Gesenius), "burdensome," (Strong), or "burden-bearer, burdensome" (PTW). The reference to an individual named Amos in Jesus' genealogy ( Luke 3:25) finds no biblical or historical support to identify him as the same Old Testament prophet.

Luke 3:25, "Which was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos , which was the son of Naum, which was the son of Esli, which was the son of Nagge,"

Amos 1:1 — "who was among the herdmen of Tekoa" - Word Study on "Tekoa" - The Hebrew word "Tekoa" "tekoah" ( תְּקֹועַ) (H 8620) means, "pitching" (Gesenius), or "that is confirmed" (PTW). The name Tekoah is found seven times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as Tekoa 6, Tekoah 1 ( 2 Samuel 14:2, 1 Chronicles 2:24; 1 Chronicles 4:5; 1 Chronicles 11:6; 1 Chronicles 20:20, Jeremiah 6:1, Amos 1:1) 

Comments - The Town of Tekoah - The town of Tekoah is of little renown in Israel's history. From there Joab fetched a wise woman to help him reconcile King David with Absalom ( 2 Samuel 14:2). It became a city of fortification under the reign of Rehoboam ( 2 Chronicles 11:6, Josephus, Antiquities 891), for which reason Jeremiah would later prophecy concerning this southern outpost, "blow the trumpet in Tekoa" as a warning of approaching danger to Israel ( Jeremiah 6:1). In the wilderness of Tekoa Jehoshaphat stopped to encourage the children of Israel before their battle with the Moabites and Ammonites, and where he appointed singers to lead in battle array ( 2 Chronicles 20:20). There on the plains of Tekoah the prophet Amos herded his flocks until his call to prophecy to Israel.

The Office of the Prophet- Most, if not all, of the Old Testament was written by men who are called prophets. Prophecy became most prominent during the period of the kings, as they moved the people to an inward relationship to God during the times when the kings had forsaken Jehovah as their God. They also prophesied of the coming of the Messiah and of future events. God would have spoken through the priests, but Israel wanted a king. God would have spoken through the kings, as He did with David and Song of Solomon , but most of the kings forsook the God of Israel. Corruption spoiled this ordained means of delivering God's message to His people. It was the lineage of prophets whom God raised up a various times from various cities and from various genealogies and in various ways to deliver His messages and prophecies. God found men who would not fear the face of men to speak His Word. God literally raised up a lineage of prophets from Enoch until Malachi. There were periods when there were no prophets to prophesy ( 1 Samuel 3:1), but God was always faithful to search for men would represent Him.

1 Samuel 3:1, "And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision."

The Background of Amos - God found a simple herdsman named Amos to speak His Word because there was not a king or priest willing to obey the Lord with such a task. In Amos 7:14-15 this prophet distinguishes himself from the lineage and school of the prophets which Israel had looked to for centuries for a word from God. He described himself as a herdman, whom the Lord took from following the flock.

Amos 7:14-15, "Then answered Amos , and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet"s son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel."

The town of Tekoa was located six miles south of Bethlehem, which is six miles from Jerusalem. The hill on which its ruins can be found today rises out of the edge of the Judean plateau. 

Amos 1:1 — "which he saw concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel" - Comments- According to Amos 1:1 the prophet Amos traveled to Israel and delivered his oracles during the reigns of Uzziah (791-740 B.C.), king of Judah, and Jeroboam II (793-753 B.C.), king of Israel.

Comments - The biblical chronology in the prophetic books of the Old Testament are not dated in terms of years, but in terms of the reigns of kings, similar to Luke 3:1-2. This is because many ancient cultures did not go by calendar dates, but rather by events, such as the reigns of kings. In Africa, people are not time conscience. Rather, they are event conscience. For example, many of them do not know the day and year of their birth. But they know what major events took place during the year of their birth. These major events usually centered around the events of their king. However, we see Amos making reference to an addition event, which was an apparently large earthquake that shook this region during his prophetic ministry.

Amos 1:1 — "two years before the earthquake" - Comments- The earthquake mentioned in Amos 1:1 is mentioned in one other place in the Scriptures. The prophet Zechariah makes reference to it as an example of how the people will flee again in fear.

Zechariah 14:5, "And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee."

George Smith suggests another possible reference to this earthquake in Isaiah 9:8-10. 11]

11] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction."

Isaiah 9:8-10, "The Lord sent a word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Israel. And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitant of Samaria, that say in the pride and stoutness of heart, The bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn stones: the sycomores are cut down, but we will change them into cedars."

Amos 1:1 — Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.

Amos 1:2 And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither.
Amos 1:2 — "The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem" - The prophet Amos opens his prophecy by using a metaphor of God as a roaring lion upon His people Israel, whom he describes as a shepherd's pasture, or habitations. Obviously, a shepherd's pasture would be filled with flocks feeding themselves. This shepherd, turned prophet ( Amos 7:14), probably had experienced an attack from lions upon his own flocks of sheep. This frightening event would have been embedded in his mind as the Lord gave Amos a prophetic message for Israel, who was in a similar frightening situation because of their sins. Amos will refer to lions numerous times throughout his prophecy ( Amos 3:4; Amos 3:8; Amos 3:12).

Stuart notes that the Lord's roar originates from Jerusalem upon the northern kingdom of Israel as a condemnation of the fact that they had set up a cultic religion in their kingdom and forsaken the holy Temple in Zion.

Amos 1:2 — "and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither" - Stuart tells us that the Targum translates the word "shepherds" as kings who ruled over Israel. In Ezekiel 34:2 the word "shepherds" clearly refers to the leaders of Israel, and is translated as "leaders" in the Targum. 12]

12] Pinkhos Churgin, Targum of Jonathan to the Prophets, in Yale Oriental Series: Researches, vol. xvi (New Haven, Yale University Press, 1907), 90.

Ezekiel 34:2, "Son of Prayer of Manasseh , prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?"

Amos 1:2 — Comments- Amos 1:2 serves as an announcement that God's judgment in accordance with Mosaic Law is about to fall upon the nation of Israel. This verse serves as an introduction to the book of Amos. Stuart notes three aspects of the Mosaic curse, reflects as (1) attacks from wild beasts, (2) distress upon the people, and (3) drought and famine. 13]

13] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 2:1.



Verses 3-5 

Prophecy Against Damascus - Amos 1:3-5 is a prophecy against the people of Syria, with Damascus as its leading city. We read in 1 Kings 11:23-25 about Syria's rebellion against Israel since the time of King David. During the reign of Hazael, king of Damascus, Israel seems to have suffered its worst aggression from these hostile neighbours. Syria's hostility was so wicked against Israel that Elisha wept when the Lord showed him this brutality coming to pass ( 2 Kings 8:7-13).

1 Kings 11:23-25, "And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah: And he gathered men unto him, and became captain over a band, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went to Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus. And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Song of Solomon , beside the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria."

Amos 1:3 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron:
Amos 1:3 — Word Study on "transgressions" - Strong says the Hebrew word "transgression" "pesha`" ( פֶּשַׁע) (H 6588) means, "a revolt, rebellion, sin, transgression." The Enhanced Strong says it is found in the Old Testament 93times, being translated in the KJV as "transgression 84, trespass 5, sin 3, rebellion 1." This Hebrew word is used frequently in the book of Amos ( Amos 1:3; Amos 1:6; Amos 1:9; Amos 1:11; Amos 1:13; Amos 2:1; Amos 2:4; Amos 2:6; Amos 3:14; Amos 5:12).

Amos 1:3 — Comments- Gilead was the north-eastern most region of Israel, located to the immediate south of Damascus. There was nothing to stop Syria from invading this part of Israel. Stuart notes how the descriptive language of the Syrians using threshing instruments against the inhabitants of Gilead is intended to bring to mind the brutality of this nation against helpless people. On this passage G. A. Smith describes these threshing instruments as curved slabs of basalt, rather than iron, drawn swiftly by horses over the fields of grain, studded with sharp basalt teeth so that the grain is thoroughly threshed when trampled in this manner. 17] 2 Kings 13:7 describes Syria's threshing of Jehoahaz's army, who "made them like the dust by threshing".

17] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), comments on Amos 1:3.

2 Kings 13:7, "Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed them, and had made them like the dust by threshing."

Amos 1:4 But I will send a fire into the house of Hazael, which shall devour the palaces of Benhadad.
Amos 1:4 — "But I will send a fire" - Comments- Judgment by fire will be mentioned in the first seven of these eight oracles.

Amos 1:4 — "into the house of Hazael" - Comments- Hazael's rise to power as king over Syria is recorded in 2 Kings 8:7-15. This king's rule was significant in relation to Israel because his reign was prophesied by Elijah and Elisha ( 1 Kings 19:15-18, 2 Kings 8:7-13). He took power by assassinating King Ben-Hadad. Evidently, Hazael, and his son who was also named Benhadad, were raised up to be used by God as an instrument to judge Israel for her sins ( 1 Kings 19:17, 2 Kings 8:12; 2 Kings 10:32; 2 Kings 13:3). Under his reign Syria warred against Israel and wounded King Joram the son of Ahab, who was then murdered by Jehu ( 2 Kings 8:25-29, 2 Chronicles 22:1-6). When King Hazael had strengthened himself he went up against Jerusalem, and King Jehoash gave him the royal treasures as an offering to appease him, thus saving the city from a Syrian attack ( 2 Kings 12:17-21). Hazael oppressed Israel all the days of his reign, and his son Benhadad extended this reign of oppression ( 2 Kings 13:22-25).

Amos 1:4 — "which shall devour the palaces of Benhadad" - Comments- Stuart notes that this oracle's focus upon the palaces of these Syrian kings implies that God's judgment will be complete, bringing to ruin the fortified palaces that were the pride of the Syrian kingdom. 18]

18] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 1:4.

Amos 1:4 — Comments- G. A. Smith notes that Hazael and Benhadad were the two Syrian kings that oppressed Israel the most, thus their names were chosen for judgment. 19] 

19] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), comments on Amos 1:4.

Amos 1:4 — Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 1:5 I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden: and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.
Amos 1:5 — "I will break also the bar of Damascus" - Comments- The city of Damascus was the leading city of the Arameans, or Syrians. The breaking of the bar refers to the enemy breaking into city through the main city gate by breaking the heavy gate bar made of strong timber or metal.

Amos 1:5 — "and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven" - Comments- The location of the plain of Aven, or valley of Aven, in Syria is uncertain. The name "Aven" is found only one other time in Ezekiel 30:17, where the context of the passage lists various cities in Egypt. Hosea refers to a place called "Bethaven" ( Hosea 4:15; Hosea 10:5), in which is thought to be used as a term of contempt for Beth-el in Israel. 20]

20] "Aven," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Ezekiel 30:17, "The young men of Aven and of Pibeseth shall fall by the sword: and these cities shall go into captivity."

Hosea 4:15, "Though thou, Israel, play the harlot, yet let not Judah offend; and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethaven, nor swear, The LORD liveth."

Hosea 10:5, "The inhabitants of Samaria shall fear because of the calves of Bethaven: for the people thereof shall mourn over it, and the priests thereof that rejoiced on it, for the glory thereof, because it is departed from it."

G. A. Smith believes valley of Aven refers to "the valley between the Lebanons, still called the Bek'a, in which lay Heliopolis." 21]

21] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), comments on Amos 1:5.

Amos 1:5 — "and him that holdeth the sceptre from the house of Eden" - Comments- The name "Eden" is generally understood as Beth-Eden, which is the name of a historical place in ancient Assyrian records. Stuart says it was "a city-state area located between the Euphrates and the Balikh rivers, to the north of Aram proper". Stuart says it is also called Eden ( 2 Kings 19:12, Ezekiel 27:23). 22]

22] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 31.

Amos 1:5 — "and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD" - Comments- The Syrians evidently originated from Kir ( Amos 9:7).

Amos 9:7, "Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?"

Amos 1:5 — Comments- Syria's divine punishment will be by war, suggested by the statement, "I will break also the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from the plain of Aven." The destruction from this war will make its way to the king himself. The punishment will extend to exile for those who survive the war, suggested in the statement, "and the people of Syria shall go into captivity unto Kir." Thus, the conquest by Syria's enemy will be complete, ending the dynasty of King Hazael.

The ISBE says that the prophecy of Amos 1:5 came to pass when the king of Assyria (named Tiglath-pileser IV) took Damascus and carried its people off to Kir ( 2 Kings 16:9). 23]

23] "Aven," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

2 Kings 16:9, "And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin."



Verses 3-16 

Oracles Against Eight Nations - Amos 1:3 to Amos 2:6 makes up a series of similar eight oracles against Judah, Israel and six adjacent Syro-Palestinian nations. Amos included all of Israel's bordering neighbours in this list, leaving none out. There appears to be no geographical order to the list of eight oracles found in this opening passage. Several suggestions have been made to identify a logical order. (1) The Degree of Aggression Against Israel- Perhaps it can be said that Syria, which heads this list, was Israel's worst enemy during the time of the northern kingdom, while Judah, which ends the list of Israel's neighbours, was least aggressive against the northern kingdom of Israel. However, Stuart says there is no historical documentation that mentions the attacks that these pagan nations inflicted upon Judah and Israel, suggesting they were primarily border skirmishes that took place after Solomon's reign. (2) The Degree of Blood Kin to Israel- More obvious is the fact that the first three countries (Syria, Philistia, Tyre) are the most distant relatives of the Jews, while Edom, Ammon, and Moab are more closely related by blood. (3) Israel's Sins are the Climax to a List of Testimonies of Divine Judgment Against All Nations - The most logical order suggests that the sins of Israel are deliberately placed at the end of a list of testimonies of divine judgment against all nations, meaning that God's people are not excluded. Stuart notes that final oracle against Israel is longer, serving as a climax to this collection of oracles. G. A. Smith suggests Amos uses the strategy of declaring the sins of Israel's surrounding nations before declaring to them similar sins, thus proving their guilt through the prophetic testimonies of divine judgment preceding her list of sins. Smith notes that although the nations have sinned in the areas of war and broken treaties, while Israel's sins were internal civic violations of the Law, Amos declares a worse doom upon Israel than upon her neighbours. As barbaric as are the sins of the nations, Israel's sin of pride and backsliding just as evil in God's eyes. Thus, God judges the nations for violating their conscience, where the law of God is written ( Romans 2:12; Romans 2:14-16), but He judges His people for violating their covenant with Him. 14]

14] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction."

Amos 1:3-5 — Oracle against Syria

Amos 1:6-8 — Oracle against Philistia

Amos 1:9-10 — Oracle against Tyre

Amos 1:11-12 — Oracle against Edom

Amos 1:13-15 — Oracle against Ammon

Amos 2:1-3 — Oracle against Moab

Amos 2:4-5 — Oracle against Judah

Amos 2:6-16 — Oracle against Israel

These oracles contain similar content. The prophet Amos introduces his message as a word from the Lord, reveals the sins of the nation, pronounces an appropriate judgment, and confirms its certainty with the closing phrase "says the (Sovereign) Lord." 

Stuart says one theological insight to these eight oracles is the fact that God rules over all nations, whether they acknowledge it or not, and He does not put up with sinful deeds from any of them without penalty. He holds each one accountable for their deeds. 15] In Romans 2:12-16 Paul explains that God judges the deeds of the nations by their conscience, in which God has written His divine law. Stuart calls this "a basic sort of international law".

15] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 308.

Romans 2:12-16, "For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel."

G. A. Smith notes that although Assyria is not mentioned in these eight oracles, these divine judgments reflect this empire's style of destroying cities and conquering nations. Thus, God will use Assyria to punish these nations in the second half of the eighth century. 16]

16] George A. Smith, Amos, in The Expositor's Bible, ed. William R. Nicoll and Oscar L. Joseph (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1956), in Ages Digital Library, v 10 [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2001), "Introduction."



Verses 6-8 

Prophecy Against Gaza- Amos 1:6-8 is a prophecy against the people of Philistia, with Gaza as its leading city. These prophecies contain similar judgments in that the cities, the leaders and the people are identified for destruction.

Amos 1:6 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them up to Edom:
Amos 1:6 — Comments- God describes the sin of the Philistine as taking captive the entire populations of certain towns, and selling them in slavery to Edom. Although these events were not recorded in the books of Kings or Chronicles, Stuart suggests that these were "border raids" in Israel's vulnerable areas during times of oppression when they were not able to defend themselves. He notes that the Edomites most likely used these Israelite slaves in the local commerce of mining, shipping and farming, as well as selling them to other foreign nations. 24] We have a reference in 2 Kings 6:23 about these Syrian bands of raiders in the time of Elisha.

24] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 1:6.

2 Kings 6:23, "And he prepared great provision for them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel."

Amos 1:7 But I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which shall devour the palaces thereof:
Amos 1:7 — Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 1:8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.
Amos 1:8 — Comments- Amos ,, Jeremiah , Zephaniah and Zechariah list only four of the five renowned Philistine cities in their prophecies: Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, and Ekron. Stuart suggests the fifth leading city of Gath, the city farthest inland and renown as the home of Goliath, may not have been mentioned because of being weakened by the conquests of Hazael, king of Syria. He supports this statement by noting how Gath is omitted from later prophecies against Philistia, perhaps because it lost its independence ( Amos 1:8, Jeremiah 25:20, Zephaniah 2:4, Zechariah 9:5-7). 25] However, it may be possible that King David contributed to the demise of Gath during his conquests mentioned in 2 Samuel 21:18-22 when the brothers of Goliath were killed. Uzziah later warred against Gath and other Philistine cities ( 2 Chronicles 26:6). It appears Gath had been overthrown by the time of Amos , the earliest of these prophets ( Amos 6:2).

25] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 1:6-8.

Amos 1:8, "And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD."

Jeremiah 25:20, "And all the mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of the land of the Philistines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod,"

Zephaniah 2:4, "For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon a desolation: they shall drive out Ashdod at the noon day, and Ekron shall be rooted up."

Zechariah 9:5-7, "Ashkelon shall see it, and fear; Gaza also shall see it, and be very sorrowful, and Ekron; for her expectation shall be ashamed; and the king shall perish from Gaza, and Ashkelon shall not be inhabited. And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of the Philistines. And I will take away his blood out of his mouth, and his abominations from between his teeth: but he that remaineth, even Hebrews , shall be for our God, and he shall be as a governor in Judah, and Ekron as a Jebusite."

2 Chronicles 26:6, "And he went forth and warred against the Philistines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall of Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities about Ashdod, and among the Philistines."

Amos 6:2, "Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?"



Verses 9-12 

Prophecy Against Tyrus- Amos 1:9-12 is a prophecy against the people of Tyre. The Hebrew proper noun ( צר) is translated as both Tyrus and Tyre in the KJV.

Amos 1:9 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly covenant:
Amos 1:10 But I will send a fire on the wall of Tyrus, which shall devour the palaces thereof.
Amos 1:10 — Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 1:11 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever:
Amos 1:12 But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah.
Amos 1:12 — Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).



Verses 13-15 

Prophecy Against Ammon- Amos 1:13-15 is a prophecy against the people of Ammon.

Amos 1:13 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have ripped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might enlarge their border:
Amos 1:14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof, with shouting in the day of battle, with a tempest in the day of the whirlwind:
Amos 1:14 — "But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour the palaces thereof" - Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 1:15 And their king shall go into captivity, he and his princes together, saith the LORD.
02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-16 

Amos 2:1 — Prophecy Against Moab- Amos 2:1-3 is a prophecy against the people of Moab.

Amos 2:1 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Moab, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because he burned the bones of the king of Edom into lime:
Amos 2:2 But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth: and Moab shall die with tumult, with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet:
Amos 2:2 — "But I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the palaces of Kerioth" - Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 2:3 And I will cut off the judge from the midst thereof, and will slay all the princes thereof with him, saith the LORD.
Amos 2:4-5 — Prophecy Against Judah- Amos 2:4-5 is a prophecy against the people of Judah.

Amos 2:4 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of the LORD, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them to err, after the which their fathers have walked:
Amos 2:5 But I will send a fire upon Judah, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem.
Amos 2:5 — Comments- Of the eight oracles in Amos 1:1 to Amos 2:16, the first seven oracles contain a similar statement about God sending fire upon the walls of the major city and devouring the palaces ( Amos 1:4; Amos 1:7; Amos 1:10; Amos 1:12; Amos 1:14 a; Amos 2:2 a, 5).

Amos 2:6-16 — Prophecy Against Israel- Amos 2:6-16 is an initial prophecy against the people of Israel.

Amos 2:6 Thus saith the LORD For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;
Amos 2:7 That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name:
Amos 2:7 — "That pant after the dust of the earth on the head of the poor" - Comments- David Allen says that there are three major views on Amos 2:7 a. He prefers the third interpretation. 26]

26] David Allen, "Calling Church Members ‘Fat Cows': The Art of Velvet Brick Preaching from Amos ," in "Preaching Through Amos ," in Advance Expository Workshop, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, 5 October 2007.

1. The creditors begrudge the poor, even the dust, which they as mourners, cast on their heads.

2. The ungodly tread the poor in the dust of the earth under their feet.

3. The wicked bring the poor so low by oppression that the poor cast dust upon their heads in mourning.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-8 

The Lord Has Spoken, Who Will Declare His Word? - Amos 3:1-8 opens and closes with the statement that the Lord has spoken. In this passage of Scripture the Lord's voice is compared to the roar of a lion, as in the opening verses of Amos , "The LORD will roar from Zion." ( Amos 1:2) These verses are written poetically in Hebrew parallelisms. The central message of this passage is that the Lord is asking Israel why none of them is proclaiming national repentance in an acknowledgment that Lord has brought calamities upon His people. 

Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
Amos 3:3 — Comments- Man cannot walk with God except he be agreed with God on what the Bible says. God is unchangeable ( James 1:17).

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Malachi 3:6, "For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed."

Man was made in God's image, not vice verse. So Prayer of Manasseh , if he truly desires to walk with God, will have to be conformed to the image of His Song of Solomon , Jesus ( Romans 8:29).

Romans 8:29, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren."

Amos 3:3 — Comments- Amos 3:3 applies to people fellowshipping together. This is why many marriages cannot have a close fellowship. Each person is a different individual. Therefore to walk in fellowship, an individual must agree upon God's word to come into one mind and one accord. This is why God wrote 2 Corinthians 6:14-18.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."

A believer cannot be in fellowship with an unbeliever and the believer be walking according to God's Holy commandments. Note:

James 4:4, "Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-13 

Amos 4:1 Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink.
Amos 4:1 — Comments- Amos is basically rebuking the rich women in Israel, calling them well-fed cows. They provoke their husbands to oppress the poor so they can enjoy more fleshly indulgences.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-27 

Amos 5:8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:
Amos 5:8 — Word Study on "the seven stars" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "the seven stars" "kiymah" ( כִּימָה) (H 3598) means, "a heap, a cluster." Strong defines this word as "Pleiades, seven stars," and says it is derived from an unused primitive root ( כּוּמָז) (H 3558) that means, "to store away." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word "cimah" is found three times in the Old Testament, being translated "Pleiades 2, seven stars 1."

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Webster tells us that the name "Pleiades" is derived from Greek mythology, referring to "the seven daughters of Atlas and the nymph Pleione, fabled to have been made by Jupiter a constellation in the sky." As a constellation, it is "a group of small stars in the neck of the constellation Taurus." Since there are only six of these pleiads that are "distinctly visible to the naked eye," the ancient Greeks supposed that "a sister had concealed herself out of shame for having loved a mortal, Sisyphus." Hence, we get the rendering "the seven stars" in Amos 5:8 (KJV).

Amos 5:8 — Word Study on "Orion" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Orion" "kes-eel" ( כְּסִיל) (H 3685) means, "a fool." Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( כָּסַל) (H 3684), which literally means, "to be fat," and figuratively, "to be silly." Thus, this constellation is also called "the Fool." 

The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used only 4times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Orion 3, constellation 1." This word is used in Job 38:31 and Amos 5:8 as the name of one of several constellations. Isaiah 13:10 uses this word in its plural form in a wider sense to mean all of the constellations in the heavens.

Job 38:31, "Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?"

Amos 5:8, "Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name:"

Isaiah 13:10, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Webster says that Orion is "a large and bright constellation on the equator between the stars Aldebaran and Sirius…it contains a remarkable nebula visible to the naked eye." In addition, John Gill tells us that the Hebrew name "Cesil" ( כְּסִיל) is a derivative of the name of the Hebrew month "Cisleu," which corresponds to the Roman calendar of November and December at which time this constellation is visible in the Middle East. He says because this constellation appears during the stormy, winter season, Virgil referred to it as "nimbosus Orion," or "stormy Orion." 27]

27] John Gill, Job , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Job 9:9.

The legend of this constellation is of a celebrated mythological hero who was bound in the heavens for an unsuccessful war against the gods. Thus, Job 38:31 describes Orion as being bound with cords. Among the Eastern tradition this individual was identified as Nemrod, who rebelled against the Lord in Genesis. 28] However, the Greeks identified this person as Orion, a celebrated hunter in the oldest Greek mythology of a gigantic stature. 29]

28] Albert Barnes, Job , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Job 9:9.

29] David H. Levy, "Orion," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 14 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 856.

Amos 5:21-23 — God Rejects Israel's Religious Worship - In Amos 5:21-23 God lists seven aspects of Israel's worship, which He rejects: their feast days, solemn assemblies, burnt offerings, meat offerings, peace offerings, the noise of their Song of Solomon , the melodies of their viols.

06 Chapter 6 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-17 

Amos 7:1-3 — Vision of the Locusts - Amos 7:1-3 gives the first vision that the prophet received from the Lord called the Vision of the Locusts.

Amos 7:4-6 — Vision of the Fire - Amos 7:4-6 gives the second vision that the prophet received from the Lord called the Vision of the Fire.

Amos 7:7-9 — Vision of the Plumbline - Amos 7:1-3 gives the third vision that the prophet received from the Lord called the Vision of the Plumbline.

In Africa, when a building is constructed, people are often too poor to use measuring tools for the job. As I look at these buildings in Uganda, I see so many imperfections. These imperfections are not pleasant for me to look at as an American because I have see perfection in the buildings in the U.S, but local Africans do not mind these imperfections, because many of them have never known perfection in their buildings. 

In this passage in Amos , God is using a plumbline in order to show the people their imperfections, imperfections that are not obvious to the people with their narrow sight. The house that God builds is perfect, without flaws. If a plumbline were laid to it, the building would show this perfection. But not so with the buildings that man builds.

Amos 7:10-17 — The Confrontation of Amos with Amaziah the Priest - Amos 7:10-17 gives the narrative of a confrontation that occurred between the prophet Amos and Amaziah the priest when he gave a defamatory report of the prophet's message to King Jeroboam.

We read in 1 Kings 12:25-33 how Jeroboam I set up worship centers in Bethel and Daniel , placing a golden calf in each city. The king's motive was to keep his people from travelling to Jerusalem to worship the Lord there. He instituted his own priesthood, built an altar, ordained a feast day, and burned incense, all in order to imitate the Temple worship in Jerusalem as a way of deceiving his people. Amos the prophet went to this location deliberately so that those who made their journey to Bethel to worship could hear the word of the Lord and have an opportunity to repent of their backslidings.

Amaziah was not satisfied to rebuke Amos by himself. He made an effort to gather others with him that were strong enough to shut Amos' mouth. 

Amos 7:17 Therefore thus saith the LORD Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall surely go into captivity forth of his land.
Amos 7:17 — "Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city" - Comments- Stuart notes Amos' prophecy against Amaziah that his wife would become a harlot fits well with the curse in Deuteronomy 28:30, "Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her." 30] 

30] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 7:17.

Amos 7:17 — "and thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword" - Comments- Stuart notes the death of his sons and daughters by the sword fits with Deuteronomy 32:25, "The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs." He also applies Deuteronomy 28:41 to this curse of Amaziah's children. 31]

31] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 7:17.

Deuteronomy 28:30, "Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man shall lie with her: thou shalt build an house, and thou shalt not dwell therein: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shalt not gather the grapes thereof."

Deuteronomy 32:25, "The sword without, and terror within, shall destroy both the young man and the virgin, the suckling also with the man of gray hairs."

Deuteronomy 28:41, "Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity."

Amos 7:17 — "and thy land shall be divided by line" - Comments- Stuart notes that the land Amos was referring to was the land of Israel, rather than Amaziah's personal property. He notes that the curse described in Leviticus 26:32 fits well with this part of Amos' prophecy. 32]

32] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 7:17.

Leviticus 26:32, "And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell therein shall be astonished at it."

Amos 7:17 — "and thou shalt die in a polluted land" - Comments- Amaziah would be carried off into exile into "a polluted land," meaning a pagan land ruled by idols and ungodliness. Stuart notes that Israel's exile into a foreign land reflects the curse mentioned in Leviticus 26:38-39. 33]

33] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 7:17.

Leviticus 26:38-39, "And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up. And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your enemies" lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine away with them."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-14 

Amos 8:1-3 — The Vision of the Basket of Summer Fruit - Amos 8:1-3 gives the fourth vision that the prophet received from the Lord called the Vision of the Basket of Summer Fruit.

Amos 8:4-14 — Prophecy of Israel's Certain Doom - Amos 8:4-14 contains a prophecy of Israel's certain doom.

Amos 8:5-6 — Comments- Amos 8:5 describes corrupt and abuse in the market places of the nation. 

"Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat" - Comments- The children of Israel were eager to get past the time of celebrating the Lord of the Harvest during national holidays, and get back to their materialistic pursuits. 

"making the ephah small, and the shekel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit?" - Comments- These Jewish merchants reduced the portions they sold and raised their prices, deceitfully manipulating their profits. They abused not only their own people, but those foreign merchants whom they traded with. 

"That we may buy the poor for silver, and the needy for a pair of shoes" - Comments- This corruption degenerated into wealthy merchants taking pleasure in bankrupting and selling their own people into slavery and bondage. 

"yea, and sell the refuse of the wheat?" - Comments- Even the products they sold were of inferior quality, being sold at premium prices.

Comments- Amos 8:5-6 describes the behavior I have encountered for years in Uganda' market places. Such behavior reflects a culture where deceit is systemically embedded within the hearts and minds of a society, so that corruption dominates the behavior of a nation.

Amos 8:7 The LORD hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.
Amos 8:7 — Word Study on "the excellency" - Strong says the Hebrew word "excellency" "ga"own" ( גָּאֹון) (H 1347) means, "majesty, excellencye" in a positive sense, and "pride, haughtiness" in a bad sense. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "pride 20, excellency 10, majesty 7, pomp 5, swelling 3, arrogancy 2, excellent 1, proud 1."

Amos 8:7 — Comments- In Amos 8:7 the Lord swears by an irrevocable oath for the third time in the book of Amos. God has earlier sworn by "His holiness" ( Amos 4:2) and by "Himself" ( Amos 6:8).

Amos 4:2, "The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks."

Amos 6:8, "The Lord GOD hath sworn by himself, saith the LORD the God of hosts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the city with all that is therein."

He now swears "by the pride of Jacob" ( בִּגְאֹון יַעֲקֹב). The phrase "pride of Jacob" is used earlier in Amos 6:8 in a negative sense as a reference to national arrogance, which the Lord abhorred. This same Hebrew phrase is used in Psalm 47:4 in a positive sense to refer to the Lord's pride in Israel as His excellent people.

Psalm 47:4, "He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah."

Interpreting the Phrase in a Positive Sense - The more popular view is to interpret the phrase "by the excellency of Jacob" in a positive sense as a reference to God's pride in His chosen people, or as an appellation, or title, for God. Stuart interprets this phrase in a positive sense, "Thus Yahweh here ‘swears by' the ‘sworn land,' Israel's most precious possession—Yahweh's great gift to them." 34] Thomas McComiskey understands this phrase as "an appellation for God," literally meaning "Jacob's glory," which is the Lord. He notes the context of the book of Amos , where the other two oaths ( Amos 4:2; Amos 6:8) were made using variations of His name. He also notes Hosea 5:5; Hosea 7:10 where God calls Himself "the Pride of Israel". 35] Otto Schmoller give the same interpretation and says, "by himself who was the pride and glory of Israel." 36]

34] Douglas Stuart, Hosea -Jonah, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 31, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Amos 8:7.

35] Thomas McComiskey, Amos , in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 7, ed. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), comments on Amos 8:7.

36] Otto Schmoller, The Minor Prophets, Exegetically, Theologically, and Homiletically Expounded, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol 14, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1886), 52.

Hosea 5:5, "And the pride of Israel doth testify to his face: therefore shall Israel and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; Judah also shall fall with them."

Hosea 7:10, "And the pride of Israel testifieth to his face: and they do not return to the LORD their God, nor seek him for all this."

Most modern English verses translate the phrase, "by the pride of Jacob" (RSV, YLT), "by the Pride of Jacob" (NIV), or "by the excellency of Jacob" (ASV). 

Interpreting the Phrase in a Negative Sense - A less popular view is to interpret the phrase "by the excellency of Jacob" in a negative sense as the arrogance of a backslidden Israel. William Harper understands this phrase in a negative sense, saying, "it is rather the vainglorious boasting of Israel." He uses Amos 6:8 and Hosea 5:5; Hosea 7:10 as testimony to support his view. 37] A few modern English versions give a negative sense to this phrase as well, translating it as the Lord swearing "against the pride of Jacob" (AB, DRC).

37] William R. Harper, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Amos and Hosea , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1905), 179.

Amos 8:8 Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up wholly as a flood; and it shall be cast out and drowned, as by the flood of Egypt.
Amos 8:8 — "as by the flood of Egypt" - Comments- The Nile River, as it is called today, had well-known seasons of flooding, until the river's flow was brought under control in modern times by dams and engineering.

Amos 8:9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that I will cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear day:
Amos 8:10 And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only Song of Solomon , and the end thereof as a bitter day.
Amos 8:10 — "and I will make it as the mourning of an only Song of Solomon , and the end thereof as a bitter day" - Comments- This phrase in Amos 8:10 reflects the deepest expression of loss and grief in the human heart.

Amos 8:11 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:
Amos 8:11 — Comments- Amos 8:11 serves as a prophecy of the cessation of the prophets in Israel, which was characteristic of the inter-biblical period of Jewish history.

Amos 8:12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it.
Amos 8:13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.
Amos 8:13 — Comments- Women trust in beauty and men trust in their strength, but we as Christians will trust in the name of our Lord.

Amos 8:14 They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Daniel , liveth; and, The manner of Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again.
09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15 

Amos 9:1-10 — The Vision of the Lord Standing by the Altar- Amos 9:1-10 gives the fifth vision that the prophet received from the Lord called the Vision of the Lord Standing by the Altar.

Amos 9:11-15 — Prophecy of the Restoration of Israel - Sometimes called the "salvation oracle," 38] Amos 9:11-15 gives a prophecy of the restoration of Israel following Amos' five visions. 

38] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 250-1.

Amos 9:11-15 — Prophecy of the Restoration of Israel ( Ezekiel 36:1 to Ezekiel 37:28) - Amos 9:11-15 is clearly a prophecy of the restoration of the nation of Israel in the last days. We find a similar prophecy of this restoration in Ezekiel 36:1 to Ezekiel 37:28.

Symbolic of the Church- Some scholars interpret this passage in Amos 9:11-15 as a prophecy for the Church, so that it refers to the great harvest of souls in the last days. The house of David would be symbolic of prayer where churches intercede to God for the harvest of souls. The harvest of souls is directly linked to the prayer efforts of the Church. Todd Bentley speaks regarding this two-fold process in the context of the great harvest that will precede the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

"While traveling to an evening crusade I was caught up in an interactive vision. I saw the great harvest field already white. The angels were working in this field. Then Jesus came to me. I knew in my spirit He was the Lord of the Harvest, but He came to me dressed as the Good Shepherd ( John 10) and holding a staff. I wondered why the Lord of Psalm 23was the Lord of the Harvest. Then I understood - this is not just about winning souls, but also about discipling these same souls. Jesus doesn't want to just be savior, but He also wants to be the great overseer of their souls and He wants to lead them into the depth of Psalm 23. He desires to restore their souls and to lead them beside the still waters. Immediately, these Scriptures came to my mind: Psalm 24:1, Revelation 11:15, Isaiah 40:15, Psalm 2:8.

"This was a faith level where whole cities and nations can be saved in a day. The Lord said to me, ‘Todd, enter into My harvest power! It's the Harvest of Amos 9:13, "Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt."'

"There is coming an acceleration of the laws of sowing and reaping. The seed will be planted and as soon as the seed is sown, it will be reaped. There will be harvest until the days of sowing and sowing until the days of harvest - a holy overlapping of continual sowing and reaping. When this acceleration happens, men and women will cry out, ‘What must I do to be saved?'

"As I continued to walk in the harvest I noticed a tent in the field and asked, ‘Lord, what is that tent doing in the harvest and why does it look so old and ragged? It's not as glorious and golden as these fields.' The Lord responded, ‘Todd, this is the tabernacle of David and it looks that way because, for many, prayer is so inviting. It is a matter of perspective and priority. To many, prayer is tedious work, but to others it is the glory. Most importantly, the tabernacle releases the Amos 9:13 harvest.'

"In the book of Acts , Paul, Barnabas, Peter and their ministry teams are seeing tremendous harvest in cities. Churches are being planted and the Holy Ghost is falling on the Gentile believers as well as the Jews. In Acts 15 they meet for the Jerusalem council and give reports of the harvest and discuss whether Gentile believers need to be circumcised. In the midst of this James quotes Amos 9:11-12, ‘In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.'

I said, ‘God there it is again - the great harvest and the house of David.' Night and day prayer, 24hours a day, seven days a week is already taking place in the Church. These houses of prayer are essential to the releasing of an end-time signs and wonders movement, healing revival and the geographic healing centers." 39]

39] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 327-9.

Amos 9:12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.
Amos 9:12 — Comments- Sailhamer believes the reference to the tabernacle of David possessing the remnant of Edom in Amos 9:12 reflects back upon the imagery of Numbers 24:17, which prophesies that the Star of Jacob will possess Edom. He explains that the term "Edom" is used here to refer to Israel's long-time enemy, and to refer collectively to all of Israel's historical enemies, stating that the name "Edom can mean, "humanity." Thus, this prophecy of Amos refers to the "universal rule of the future King." He supports this view by referring the reading of Amos 9:12 in the Septuagint, "and the rest of mankind and all the nations will seek (the Lord)…," saying his view reflects an early, Jewish interpretation of this verse. 40] 

40] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 250-1.

Numbers 24:17, "I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth. And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city."

Amos 9:13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.
Amos 9:14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.
Amos 9:15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.
